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DOUGLAS AIRCRAFT COMPANY FIRST 
TO ATTAIN CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP 

Wen Painter, NASA-FRC Addresses Seattle Chapter 

The November meeting of the Seattle Chapter was held 
November 27, 1973 at the Sea-Tac Holiday Inn. Following a 
brief review of the membership renewal status by President 
Don Beck, the Program Chairman Roy Comb ley, introduced 
the guest speaker Mr. Wen Painter from the NASA Flight 
,Research Center at EAFB. Mr. Painter is currently the program 
manager for the Transonic Aircraft Technology (TACT) and 
the Integrated Propulsion Control System (IPCS) projects. 

Mr. Painter presented two excellent movies on the history 
of the Flight Research Center and current flight test programs. 
The first movie covered flight test programs from the 
inception of the organization, then known as NACA, through 
flights by the YF-12 aircraft. Colonel Robert Stevens who 
currently holds the World Speed record in the YF-12 at 2070 
mph was in attendance. The movie on current programs 
included some flights which had occurred only three weeks 
previously. These included Digital Fly-by-Wire flights on an 
F-8, the X~24B Lifting Body, both the F-8 and F-Ill Super 
Critical Wing aircraft, vortex studies on various aircraft 
including the 727 and the F-15 3/8 scale model spin tests. Mr. 
Painter's presentation was very well received and appreciated 
by those in attendance. 

The meeting was attended by many representatives from 
other companies from outside the Seattle area. These included 
General Electric, Pratt & Whitney, Honeywell and several 
agencies of NASA and the Air Force. 

The next dinner meeting is planned for January at which 
Mr. Irv Decker will present slides and discuss his recent trip to 
China. Mr. Decker was one of the pilots on the delivery flight 
of the fourth 707 to China. · 

LONG BEACH 
FIRM IS NO.1 

Early this month we received a request for Corporate 
Membership from J. C. Londelius, Vice President, Flight & 
Laboratory Development, Douglas Aircraft Company, 
McDonnell Douglas Corporation. 

Since the request was from a highly known aerospace 
corporation and was accompanied by the required check for 
$250, it was decided to admit no impediment to the entrance 
of Douglas, Long Beach to this status. 

Corporate Membership in the Society is available to 
corporate entities operating within the aircraft flight test 
industry. The Corporate Membership year starts with receipt 
of dues. These are $250 yearly and are payable in advance. 
Advantages of Corporate Membership, aside from the 
satisfaction of supporting an effort benefitting the flight test 
field, include: Registration of up to 10 persons at the annual 
symposium, each at the member registration rate, purchase of 
symposium papers at the member rate, 10 copies of the 
monthly Newsletter including free publication of your 
company's aviation news, advertising, and listing of flight test 
oriented job openings, plus use of the Society seal with the 
words Corporate Member below it on stationery and in 
advertising and promotional material. Each Corporate Member 
receives a walnut plaque suitable for display, that bears the 
Society seal and attests to election to the grade of Corporate 
Member. 

~-··~···~···~~ ~:~~ .. ~~4l&tii~~~~~ 
~ .. 

EXPERIENCED FLIGHT TEST 

ENGINEERS AVAILABLE 

: •.• from the Lockheed-Palmdale L-1011 facility. 
• Includes operations engineers, powerplant and 

:'. mechanical systems specialists, electronic systems 

I
• specialists, and instrumentation and data systems 

engineers. Many of these engineers live in the 
Palmdale/Lancaster area. 

. 
Call Dick Sears, (805) 272-2106 :'. 
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A, we enter..·this holiqay. ~eastJri; the Boat:d of Directors · 
would like to extend a very MerryGhristmasand the Happiest 
of New· Years t<;> each .and every one ofyot_I,The past.year.has 
been a good one for the ~FTE ;mdJ woul<f like to personally 
. resolve to do ffi)' utmost to. 1)1akeJ97 4an even better year. 

Memb~~ship renewals .ha~et~atheg slightly over 50 percent 
as of Defemb~r4, r111 ~\l·t~sgme qf you have 1nten<Jed to. 
·renew but havelet,itsli~by;the:~w.ayside .• Don'twait.until you 
are dropped .from• fhe;~~i}jij~'~ist; 8ince:the··Gonstituti~n 
allows only 60 days.·· quency, .th!i will be the last 
Newsletter you will rece:f. Ie:~~ you renew before January 1, 
1974. Rene:waJs by cha~t:er:~r~ as follows: 

j\t:pt:rge ;·: 11 
At!telope:Val~e)' 62 
lpngJsla,nd . 55 

· Norfl1Texasc ·... ·50 
PatuxentR.iver ·· 51 
LosA.ngeli~ 54·· 
Seattle .•..••••. 73 
St.Louis 60 

I regret· that thisist1I6ii:rst: ~otithsin&e taking Office that 1 
cannot introduce a new indMd~al1)1ell1be:r to. you. I guess we 
\Vill have. to work harder' w~ have be~n -able.t<l welcome .back 
several-members· that haveta~en· adyantage·ofour offer.to 

renew without penalty. .••. ·. ··.•. ····••· . . • > > ·. . •.• ••. . ·• 

I hav:~ m~lc;1~ out letter~ soliciting (;orp()tate};lembershjps 
from a,erospa0e: o,ifefl,~ed ~otjlpanies. You ~ar h~Ip t11e Sgcieiy · 
by . tal~ing up . tfie~e m,emberships. with . the .. appropriate 

·· personnel in your orgl\nization. Encouragingly, we have 
already had a po~itive response from McDonnell Dqug1as' LOng 
~each cqmpatiy; Douglas Aircraft. I hope that this addition to 
our grQ\.lP wifl .. enc;oura~e 111ore . corp~r~te and individual 
me!Ubet~hips: Welconie to yol!, Douglas Aircraft! I heartily 
endorse your enth~siasm and join you in saying that we too 
"are looking forward to working ..• in promoting professional 
development·and communication among individual members 
of the flight test • engineering c()ll1munity /' 

Ted Bear, 
SFTE Historian 

The society now has an historian, at last--Ted Bear, the 
official historian of the Air Force Flight Test Center, Edwards 
AFB, California. Ted has volunteered to keep our little 
archives in shape and to write a running account of the 
society's activities, which will of course start of our founding 
back in 1968. 

He has been a civil servant for 17 years, working as 
historian, press ·officer, and a interpreter of French and 
Arabic. Ted has, in fact, spent 20 of his 47 years 
abroad--starting as a student at the Sorbonne in Paris, spending 
eight years in North Africa where he studied mountain and 
desert tribes (at one time owning his own tent and three 
camels), and, after France and London, serving two years as a 
war historian in Southeast Asia. 

He and his wife, Adele, whom he met and married in 
Morocco aiid who is Edwards' Special Services Artists, live at 
5,000 feet in the San Gabriel mountains south of the base. 
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Chapter Addresses 
ANTELOPE VALLEY 
P.O. Box 2474 
Lancaster, Ca 93534 

LONG ISLAND 
Frank Higgins 
P.O. Box 38A 
Ridge, N.Y. 11961 

NORTH TEXAS 
Paul Brewer 
P.O. Box 3356 
Arlington, Tx 76010 

PATUXENT RIVER 
Sam Porter 
NATC6Flt Test Div (FQ&P) 
Patuxent River, Md. 20670 

LOS ANGELES 
John Cook 
P.O. Box 8091 
Long Beach, Ca 90808 
Wichita 

SEATTLE 
Donald J. Beck 
17205 129th Ave. S.E. 
Renton, Wash 98055 

ST. LOUIS · 

Commander ~.\ • 
US Army Aviation Systems Command '• 
ATTN: AMSAV-EFA (Mr. Donaldson) • 
P.O. Box 209 •: 

:.. St. Louis, Mo 63166 :N; 
.:i:.~:~~:~~:w.~:~~:w.~:w.~:~~~· 
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ITEMS FOR SALE 
The National Office has the following items for sale: 

ITEM 

Lapel pin 
Decal (inside or outside). 
Shoulder patch 

PRICE 

$4.00 or $4.50 (with chain) 
$ .50 
$1.00 
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ANTELOPE VALLEY DINNER MEETING 
The December dinner meeting for the A.V. Chapter was Mr. 

Marshall Milles of the U.S. Forest Service. Mr. Milles presented 
a slide briefing on the history of the Fire Management Division 
(FMD) of the Forest Service and how FMD is organized and 
coordinates the activities of the various supporting 
organizations during a forest fire. 

The Forest Service does not possess any of its own fire 
fighting tankers, the actual fire suppression aircraft are 
privately owned and on contract to the Forest Service. These 
private companies are paid to have the aircraft available at 
disposal bases and are additionally reimbursed for their flying 
activities. The fire suppression aircratt ranging from WW II 
vintage to modern tankers, are directed by the FMD which 
overflys the fire and directs the drops. 

The chemicals used are composed of organic fertilizer plus 
rust inhibitors, coloring and agents to keep the chemicals in 
suspension. The effect of the chemicals is to retard the 
advance of the fire enabling ground units to extinguish the 

A mid-wing monoplane of unique proportions, the X-3 is 
truly the "shape of things to come" in high speed flight. It has 
short, straight wings set well back on a slender fuselage and an 
extemely long, tapered nose. The all-over view from above 
closely resembles the shape of a stiletto. 

This design was selected after an investigation of 60 
configurations to determine the one most suitable for 
sustained flight at extremely high speeds. The X-3 is powered 
by two axial flow turbojet engines and carries a powerful 
refrigeration system designed to protect the pilot, instruments 
and other internal equipment from blistering temperatures 
encountered at top speeds. 

For those of you that have forgotten to renew for 
the 1974 membership year DO IT NOW. Per the 
Constitution, any member not renewing before 
January 1, 197 4 will be dropped from the rolls. 

blaze. The retardants are dropped ahead of the fire, rather 
than on it which could cause spreading of the fire due to 
impact. 

The fire supression aircraft are dispersed at numerous 
airports normally less than 30 minutes flying time from high 
risk areas (potential forest fire areas). In the event of a major 
fire units are dispatched from all available sources including 
city, state, county, and federal agencies, including the military. 
The FMD is responsible for establishing these emergency 
operations and directing the efforts of all agencies. To better 
enable the FMD to direct the operation to the "hot spots" a 
Forest Service King Air equipped with infra-red sensors is 
used. 

The Forest Service is developing new techniques and 
equipment to meet their needs. Research is presently being 
conducted on low light level TV. A recent forest fire in the 
Los Angeles area made history in that it was the first fire that 
used suppression aircraft at night. Helicopters were used by 
equipping the pilots with low light level amplification goggles. 

The "Flying Stiletto" has made valuable contributions 
toward solution of problems in the fields of aerodynamic 
design, aerodynamic heating, new materials and construction. 
It was first flown at Edwards Air Force base on October 20, 
1952. Military restrictions prohibit disclosure of performance 
data obtained during numerous subsequent flights. 

Dimensions: 

Power Plants: 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Span 22' 8" 
Length: 66' 9" 
Height: 12' 6:: 
(2) Turbo-Jets 

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
Congratulations are in order for two Antelope Valley 

members on their promotion to Major. Congratulations Dick 
Olson and Jim Eggers. 

Bill Cutter from Grumman will be going to Munich, 
Germany, for a few months to work on the MRCA flight test 
program. This looks like a good chance for Bill to lay the 
groundwork for our first European chapter. Good luck Bill! 



SOCIETY OF FLIGHT TEST ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 1821 

LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA-93534 

..• •... . ··~ ~ . 

U-\Vlu J 

.: ~·- · 

I ) IJ t_ 

c ,. L 1 r- y ( u Lr r 

. ( 

'" ·: :if · ·~ 

dlt'·; .• 
,-r - ~ . 

c 

l'+<+ 


