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Long Island Chapter News 
The Long Island Chapter held a membership drive 

meeting in October. William Cutler, Chapter 
President, presented a report on the 1972 Symposium 
which was hosted by the Texas Chapter. A talk on 
the advantages of SFTE membership was also given 
and a film on Flight Testing of the Boeing 747 was 
shown. The film was borrowed from Boeing through 
the Seattle Chapter. Beer and pizza were served at the 
meeting compliments of the Long Island Chapter. 

On 14 November 1972 Don Evans, Gruman F-14A 
Structural Test Pilot, presented a fighter pilots 
impressions of the F-14A's outstanding performance 
as a fighter aircraft. He drew on his vast experience as 
an Air Force pilot of Century Series aircraft as well as 
the U-2. A definition of a fighter aircrafts mission and 
capability requirements was described and then the 
ability of the F -14A to meet these requirements was 
discussed. In addition results of actual flight test 
~xperience of simulated air combat maneuvering 
,gainst current U.S. production fighter aircraft was 

described demonstrating again the significant 
improvement available with the aircraft. Don's 
enthusiasm for the F-14A was apparent and 
contributed significantly to his presentation. Gruman 
Aerospace Corporation produced progress report 
films depicting the aircraft in all phases of the 
development flight test program were utilized in the 
presentation. About forty people attended the dinner 
meeting which was preceded by a cocktail hour 
sponsored by Gruman. 
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SFTE P:Illl.\ent Rih'r Chapter Symposium is 
currently being sponsored by the Long Island 
Chapter. One paper per day is presented during the 
lunch hour on Mondays and Tuesdays. The 
presentations are viewed simultaneously at Gruman 
Bethpage and Gruman Calverton (-50 miles apart) via 
a microwave link. Unfortunately the program is only 
available to Gruman employees but at the present 
time this represents about 95 percent of the Chapter 
membership. Plans are being formulated to show the 
1972 Texas Chapter Symposium papers as a 
follow-on to the 1971 papers. 

Future plans include a business/nominations 
meeting in December and a dinner meeting in January 
vhere the speaker will be Mr. Jack N ial, Chief 

Engineer, FQ&P Branch, Naval Air Test Center, 
Patuxent River, Maryland speaking on the "Evolution 
of Navy Stall/Post Stall/Spin Testing." This is the 

first attempt at exchanging speakers between Long 
Island and Patuxent. Plans call for Don Evans to 
address Patuxent on his U-2 experience. 

At the business meeting of the 1972 Symposium it 
was suggested that each chapter generate a list of 
films available for loan to other chapters. Such a list 
is now available from the Long Island Chapter and 
can be obtained by contacting William Cutler, 
Gruman Aerospace Corporation, Plant 7, Dept. 731, 
Calverton, L.l., N.Y. 

Fourth National 
Symposium Progress 

Plans for the Fourth National SFTE Symposium 
are proceeding on schedule. The call for papers was 
distributed in mid-December 1972 and arrangements 
with the Stardust Hotel in Las vegas, Nevada to 
sponsor the meeting have been formalized. The 
Symposium dates are 21 through 23 Augest 1973. 
Corporate participation is being solicited as is a 
speaker of national recognition for the banquet 
dinner. 

The room rates at the Stardust Hotel are very 
reasonable, making a business/vacation trip for the 
week of 20 August a realistic venture for the 
participant who would like to bring his wife or his 
entire family. Details on the Symposium wiiJ be 
~lnnounc,·rl ~1s thcv :1rc m:1dc :tv:tilabk. 

horts 
The Air Force recently awarded contracts to the 

McDonnell-Douglas Corporation and the Boeing 
Company for Phase I of the Advanced Medium Short 
Takeoff and Landing Transport (AMST). Phase I is a 
feasibility study and provides for additional analysis 
of design performance tradeoffs. 

The A-X close air support competitive fly-off 
evaluation was completed in December. Competing in 
the first Air Force "fly-before-buy" evaluation in 
many years were the Northrop Corporation A-9A and 
the Fairchild Republic A-1 OA. 

A decision to approve the A-X for full-scale 
development will be based upon the flight test results. 
The winning con tract would complete full-scale 
development and begin providing production aircraft 
by the mid-70's. 



New Members 
We would like to extend our sincere welcome to the 

following new members: 

NAME COMPANY 

~· 

Henry G. Stix 

Cornelius Chisolm 

Carl A. Detmer 

Ronald J. Carlson 

Charles S. McCormick 

James T. McWilliams 

Paul R. Wegman 

Gerald D. Gibbs 

L, McDonnell-Douglas 
;> StLouis, MO 

McDonnell-Douglas 
StLouis, MO 

McDonnell-Douglas 
StLouis, MO 

McDonnell-Douglas 
St Louis. \10 

i\1 cDon nell-Douglas 
StLouis, MO 

McDonnell-Douglas 
StLouis, MO 

McDonnell-Douglas 
St Louis,MO 

McDonnell-Douglas 
StLouis, MO 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
Several members have asked about items the SFTE 

has for sale. The few items listed below are available 
from the National Office. There are numerous items 
that can be made for the SFTE if there is sufficient 
interest. If you have something you are interested in, 
let us know about it and we will try to generate 
sufficient interest to make it practical to have it 
made. 

Item 

lapel pin 

decal (inside or outside) 

shoulder patch 

Price 

$4.00 

.50 

$1.50 
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Editor 

. '1s we launch 'intd'a riew year I hope it 
prove to be a prosperous one for each and every one 
of you and for the SFTE. 

Membership renewals are going quite well. We have 
had particularly good response from those of our 
number that allowed their membership to lapse and 
are taking advantage of our offer to renew without 
penalty prior to 31 January. I might caution those 
current members that have not renewed yet that they 
will become delinquent on 1 February 1973 and will 
not receive further SFTE publications until the 
current dues are paid in full. 

Since the new officers were installed this past 
September, we have been privileged to welcome 23 
new members to the SFTE. We have also had very 
good response from our publicity th:~t was 
Ji~cributed. \Vr.: i1avc rl·,xivcd mclllLkc..;l!ip .tppti-.:"tiu:l 
requests from all over the United States and from as 
far away as Australia. . . . . .·. . . .. . 

Our new chapteriri StLoUis has not been finalized 
to date, however; with the;Ip,embership we now have 
iri that area it is only a riui'tterof time. There is also 
sufficient membership in the Dayton area for another 
potential chapter. · . · 

Several of our members have requested 
information on the> type ()f articles and format 
requirements for publication in the Newsletter. In 
answer to these inquiries we have presented some 
guidelines in this issue.~"we are always in. need of 
material, so if you have, something to. contribute, 
please do .so. We would love to be in a position to 
advise you that we have so much material that we 
must delay publication of your article until a future 
issue. This isnot the case! We are also considering a 
quarterly technical journal, but· we . need good 
technical articles before we can put .· a journal 
together .. 

Each of you received a "Call for Papers" for our 
next symposium in August, as an insert to your last 
issue of the Newsletter. We hope the Antelope Valley 
Chapter will be. overwhelmed with papers for 
presentation. I would like .to emphasize that the 
sumposium was scheduled for August in hopes that 
each of you might consider attending in conjunction 
with your vacation. Preliminary arrangements have 
been made to reserve sufficient rooms to include 
families. Tentative plans are also in the mill to arrange 
for activities for the families during our technical 
meetings. Let's make this afamily affair! 

) 

A new addition in this issue of the Newsletter is 
our "NEWS SHORTS" column, .another suggestion 
from our members. How_ abouttelling the rest of us 
about your new project or one you just finished. The 
name, and phone numbel'-of-the project engineer on 
these programs _would help tremendously in 
establishing·. te9hnical communications · among our 
membership. ·-' · · . ) 

Most companies have standard news release ' . 
packages on new contracts' that they release to the 
news media. Ask your company to put the SFTE on 
distribution for this material. 

j 
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AUTHOR AND COMPANY 

RELEASE FORM 

In order for us to publish your article it should be released 
both by the author, and by the company if it contains 
company related information or data. The author may release 
his article for publication by signing items one or two. By 
signing item one, the author releases total copyright to the 
"Flight Test News," and any reprint requests will be handled 
by us. By signing item two, the author gives us only the right 
to publish the article once and thereafter all reprint requests 
are the responsibility of the author. Items three and four 
need be signed only if required by company policy. 

1. Release copyright to "Flight Test News." 

Signature Date 

2. Release first serial rights to "Flight Test News." 

Signature Date 

3. Released for publication by comp:ll1y supervision. This 

material is not classified or proprietary. 

Signature Date 

4. Released for publication by the company public relations 
department. 

Signature Date 



Articles for the "Flight Test News" 

Articles are needed on all aspects of flight testing 
from representatives of various flight test 
organizations in order to ensure a well balanced and 
interesting publication. Articles must be received by 
the first of the month in order to be included in the 
current issue. The requirements for submission of an 
article for publication are listed below: 

I. Subject: The subject may be technical, historical 
or interest article in accordance with the Society's 
aims and objectives. 

2. General Requirements: 
a. The article should be in final form. 
b. The article should be released by the author's 

,·ompany ~111d a copy of the attached release 
form ~lwuld ;tccomp:tll\' tlw ;:rti,·k. 

c. In addition, if the article relate~ to a defense 
contract, a release from the contracting 
officer is required. 

d. A summary or abstract may be submitted 
ahead of the final article if so desired. 

3. Format: 
a. The article should be typed, double spaced, 

on bond paper. 
b. Size of article: 

Full article- 2,500 words 
Short article - I ,000 words 

SOCIETY OF FLIGHT TEST ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 1821 

LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA 93534 

News or 
Interest Item- I 00-300 words 

4. Photographs: 
a. Photographs should be 8X I 0 glossy prints, 

free from marks. 
b. Include as many photographs as possible in 

order to allow flexibility in layout. 
c. Photographs should be captioned (please do 

not write on back of photos with ball-point 
pen). 

d. Photographs should be adequately protected 
when mailing. 

5. Drawings and Graphs: 
a. Drawings and graphs should be legible. 
h. Dr:twings ~111d gr~tphs should be titled. 
L'. Cr~qllt~ ~iluuld itetlc ;~b~~.:i;-,:-,;t :111d urditt;tlc' 

labeled. 
6. Other Information Required: 

a. Author's name, position, and company. 
b. Author's technical society affiliation. 
c. Acknowledgements. 
d. References. 

Note: The Flight Test News reserves the right to alter 
the format of all articles if necessary to conform to 
the format of the Newsletter. 
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